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Never too early  
arEaS PrEPPinG For Holiday SHiPPinG SEaSon

It’s still summer for a few more days, but the Postal Service is already making plans for 
this year’s holiday shipping season.

For example, Pacific Area recently brought managers and employees together for a 
conference to map out strategies for the expected surge in packages.

Plans include a sharper focus on training and safety procedures for seasonal employees 
and emphasizing the importance of scanning and improved communications with other 
areas to sustain service.

Other USPS area leadership teams are conducting similar meetings, part of the 
organization’s broader effort to focus on its core business strategies like delivering 
world-class customer experiences and engaging and equipping employees.

A recent gathering in Western Area, for example, brought together local managers and 
executives from USPS headquarters in Washington, DC.

The Pacific Area meeting also featured a range of employees, including district 
managers, senior plant managers and even summer interns, who presented several 
cost-effective methods for improving service.

Other participants included employees who hold black belts, a designation given to 
experts in the Lean Six Sigma business improvement process.

“With the strategies developed here, we are ready to take on fiscal year 2018,” said 
Pacific Area Acting VP Larry Munoz.
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the nPF Mission

To assist the United States Postal Service in building 
relationships with mailers and educating them in the most 
effective and efficiant use of the products and services 
offered by the United States Postal Service.

Industry Co-Chair Corner John Mil let
are you informed?

Every household has their own unique 
“mail moment,” the walk to the mailbox and 
opening it to see what is inside. It’s been 
this way for generations. As consumers 
rely on more digital communications, the 

Postal Service is evolving the mail experience with Informed 
Delivery. Now consumers can get an email each morning, 
before their carrier has even left on their route, that has 
images of the mail pieces that will be delivered that day. The 
connection of the physical mail piece to digital experience 
presents new capabilities and expanded opportunities for 
printers and service provider. Join us as Paul Finn presents: 
Unlocking the Power of Informed Delivery, Thursday October 
9th at 8:30 a.m.

Wonderful News! The Pacific Area has approved our “Dear 
Santa” program for another year. With many more families 
in need, this year will be a test of our commitment to the 
community. Last year, we were able to do more with less. 
This year let’s start early and just do MORE!

our tentative schedule for this year is: 

•	 december 7: Present selected letters to the 
membership for approval.

•	 december 18 to 22: Gift donations dropped  
off at Royal Oaks Post Office

•	 december 21, 5pm: Gift shopping for items  
not donated.

•	 december 22, 4:30 pm: Gift Wrapping and 
food shopping. Royal Oaks Post Office. 

•	 december 23 – 9:30 am: Royal Oaks Post 
Office. Santa and his “elves” caravan to the 
homes to deliver the gifts.

If you could look into your budgets and identify 
the level of giving that your company or you feel 
comfortable it will be helpful to know how much 
money we have to work with. Then we can choose 
the appropriate number of families. Please help us 
with a commitment of cash or gifts as early as you 
can. If you have suggestions or requests for the PCC, 
send an email to webmaster@SacPcc.com.

------------------

Remember to visit the website for current information 
at SacPcc.com. Sacramento PCC meetings are 
held at the Royal Oaks Post Office on the second 
Thursday of each month, unless there is a scheduled 
event at another location. Check the website!

The PCC executive board holds a meeting on the last 
Thursday of each month, via conference call. Reach 
out, and we can send out the call in number.
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Every year, thousands of children and adults write letters to Santa during the holiday 
season. Many of these letters are requests for food, clothing and gifts from the very 
neediest families in our community. The Sacramento District Post Office collects these 
letters and makes them available to the public, church groups and other organizations 
to help these needy families during the holidays. The Sacramento PCC has participated 
in this program since 1992. 

The Sacramento PCC selects 3 to 5 families to sponsor. After contacting families for 
detailed information, we provide the “wish” lists to the PCC members. Members can 
donate gifts specifically for a family or child, or donate money that the PCC uses 
for purchasing needed items. We provide basic clothing, toys for children, blankets, 
shoes, and food to these families. Gifts are wrapped and food purchased. Santa and 
his “elves” deliver the gifts. Santa also has small toys and stuffed animals in his sack 
for any neighborhood children that might be around during the delivery. 

We expect this year to again be difficult for families with all the recent tragedies. 
Individuals and companies donate specifically for the Santa Program. No PCC funds 
are used for this project. 100% of all money donated goes directly to the families, and 
there are no administrative fees. 

How can you help?
We need monetary and gift donations and we need PCC members and their families to volunteer their time 
to purchase, wrap, and deliver gifts. Donations can be made by check or credit card via PayPal. Please make 
checks payable to “Sacramento PCC – Santa” or visit our website at www.SacPCC.com. 

Your donations benefit our community and builds team spirit. We are helping families in our community 
who need it most. Typically, the gifts we provide are the only gifts those families will get at Christmas. 
Many times the food we provide is all they have. The shopping, wrapping and delivery is a wonderful 
mélange of activity and emotions that exemplify what is good about the holiday season. We hope 
you can find the time to help. If you have questions, or would like to volunteer, please call Toni Higgins  
at (916) 263-7161 or cell (916) 712-7648. 

Tentative Schedule for 2017:
December 7: Present selected letters to the membership for approval.

December 18 to 22: Gift donations dropped  
off at Royal Oaks Post Office

December 21, 5pm: Gift shopping for items not donated

December 22, 4:30 pm: Gift Wrapping and food shopping.  
Royal Oaks Post Office. 

December 23 – 9:30 am: Royal Oaks Post Office.  
Santa and his “elves” caravan to the homes to deliver the gifts.

We need your donations. Please specify on your  
check that this donation is for “Dear Santa”. No PCC dues or funds  
are used for this project — we rely on the generosity of our members.
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WASHINGTON — The United States Postal Service filed notice with the Postal Regulatory Commission (PRC) today of price 
changes to take effect Jan. 21, 2018. The new prices, if approved, include a one cent increase in the price of a First-Class 
Mail Forever stamp from 49 cents to 50 cents. 

Postcard stamps and metered letters would also have a one cent increase. Today’s filing does not include any price change 
for single-piece letters being mailed to international destinations or for additional ounces for letters. 

The proposed prices would raise Mailing Services product prices approximately 1.9 percent, and most Shipping Services 
products will average a 3.9 percent price increase. While Mailing Services price increases are limited based on the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), Shipping Services prices are adjusted strategically, according to market conditions and the need to maintain 
affordable services for customers.

The proposed Mailing Services price changes include:

Product current Proposed

Letters (1 oz.) 49 cents 50 cents

Letters additional ounces 21 cents 21 cents

Letters (metered) 46 cents 47 cents

Outbound International Letters (1 oz.) $1.15 $1.15

Domestic Postcards 34 cents 35 cents

The new Shipping Services product prices would increase Priority Mail 3.9 percent and Priority Mail Retail an average 
of 0.8 percent. As in the past, the Postal Service will not include any surcharges for fuel, residential delivery, or regular 
Saturday delivery.

The proposed domestic Priority Mail Flat Rate Retail price changes are:

Product current Proposed

Small Flat Rate Box $7.15 $7.20

Medium Flat Rate Box $13.60 $13.65

Large Flat Rate Box $18.85 $18.90

APO/FPO Large Flat Rate Box $17.35 $17.40

Regular Flat Rate Envelope $6.65 $6.70

Legal Flat Rate Envelope $6.95 $7.00

Padded Flat Rate Envelope $7.20 $7.25

The PRC will review the prices before they are scheduled to take effect on Jan. 21, 2018. The complete Postal Service 
price filings with the new prices for all products can be found on the PRC site under the Daily Listings section at 
https://www.prc.gov/dockets/daily. For the Mailing Services filing see Oct. 6, 2017, Docket No. R2018-1. For the Shipping 
Services filing see Oct. 6, 2017, Docket No. CP2018-8.

The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and services to 
fund its operations.

U.S. PoStal Service annoUnceS new PriceS for 2018 
Penny increase for the forever Stamp
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Sacramento Postal customer council
P.O. Box 980093
West Sacramento, CA 95798-0093
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Permit No. G-10

ExPrESS MEMBErS 
admail west, inc.
Bell and Howell 

ca legislative data center 
cenveo 

discount Mail inc
dome Printing

dSt output and Mail Services 
int’l Mailing Equip. — Hasler Postage Meters

KP llc
Mailing Systems, inc.

Mailrite Print & Mail, inc. 
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Pacific Standard Print

Pitney Bowes
Pitney Bowes Presort Services

Priority MEMBErS
capture technologies

Factor Systems 
Kern u.S.a. 

Micronite inc.
response Envelope company

membership list

Do you have a suggestion for a meeting topic, a tour or a good speaker for a meeting? If so, please share your 
suggestion with any board member, or email webmaster@sacpcc.com.

11.9

Upcoming Events 2017

december 7: Present selected letters  
to the membership for approval.

december 18 to 22: Gift donations  
dropped off at Royal Oaks Post Office

december 21, 5pm: Gift shopping for  
items not donated

december 22, 4:30 pm: Gift Wrapping and 
food shopping. Royal Oaks Post Office. 

december 23 – 9:30 am: Royal Oaks Post 
Office. Santa and his “elves” caravan to the 
homes to deliver the gifts.

Informed Delivery 
Unlocking the Power of Informed Delivery
Presented by: Paul Finn, 
Senior Sales Executive, USPS
Royal Oaks Post Office | 2000 Royal Oaks Dr.

2017 Tentative Schedule

Exec. Board Meetings are  

held the last Thursday of  

every month.  




